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Sir: 

Declaration under 37 c.r.R. 1.131 
I, And raw Dob 3 on declare : 

1. J am the co-'invontor of one or mora claims of the 
above-identified patent application relating, in part, to a 
cursor control mechanism having* a particularly advantageous 
functionality- I hive assigned my rights to this patent 
application to my Employer, Exponent failure Analysis* Inc« 
(hereinafter Exponent), a U.S. corporation having its 
headquarters in Menlo Par*, California, which is involved 

in the development \of various military technologies. 

\ 

2. At least prior "to August 3, 1999, and approximately 
during June 1999, I conceived of and reduced to practice, 
by acta occurring within the borders of the United States 
of America t a cursor control mechanism located on the 
backward facing portion of a weapon grip* Furthermore, 
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Curing the time period which .lapsed between th. reduction 
to practice of the subject cursor control mechanism and the 
BU bsequent filing of the instant patent application, I did 
not abandon, suppraes, or conceal the invention described 
hereini 

3. More.' specif ically, approximately February of 

1999, Exponent entered into ft contract with The United 
States army under which Exponent was to design, for 
military use, a wearable, computer integrated, weapon 
sy B «m which would enable ground aoldiars to be more combat 
effectiVe'. In order to fulfill this objective, a group of 
Exponent engine*** was assigned to the contract project, 
each/engineer being allocated a aeeeific set of tasks or 
design goals (eix of which are named inventors on th* 
subject patent application) . Most relevantly, because the 
weapon system was to employ a computer component (which 
required a means for human interface) , it was decided that 
both new and old cursor control mechanisms ahould be 
explored so that a computer control mechanism could be 
implemented which fulfilled the unique and rigorous needs 
of a combat bound soldier. Approximately during June 1999, 
I was assigned such duty. 

During my extensive experimentations with cursor 
control mechanisms, I tested various known and previously 
unknown devices as well as experimented with different 
mounting locations fox the control mechanisms. During this 
exhaustive testing, I noted the various drawbacks of both 
the control mechanisms themselves and the locations of 
their employment. Oaing this knowledge, at least as early 
as June 1999, 1 conceived of the idaa of and thereafter 
immediately constructed a cursor control device o£ the 
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-joystick or »«»« head" type which was located at the 
bade center portion of the weapon grip, upon testing th.s 
dosage t± was inanediately noticed that the device .llo-d 
tw amMdextrous uae (1... both right an* l.« handed users 
could access the mechanic without modification or 
adjust) and, aore importantly, allowed the user to to* 
hle/he* trigger finger on the trigger while simultaneous ly 
controlling a cursor. Became of these distinct and unique 
advantage, a cursor control mechanism based on these 
design principles was successfully implemented into at 
least one prototype of the weapon system and was 
subsequently demonstrated to and tested by various military 
personnel. 

4. All o£ the above- described activities, including 
both the conception of the cursor control location and its 
subsequent actual reduction to practice, occurred in the 
United States, and more particularly, in the Laboratories 
of Exponent's ?hoenix facilities. Documentation which 
avidences that such work was performed during my employment 
at Exponent's PhoenlK offices is enclosed herewith in the 
form of detailed tirriB sheets labeled as Exhibit A. Each 
•men tiae sheet Hate the date of work activities and 
provides a brief description of the typa of work performed 
e.g. "development of alternative pointing devices". 
Furthermore, copies of invention disclosure forms provided 
to exponent's patent counsel, the law firm of Hall, Priddy, 
Myers, and Vaade Sande, have been attached herewith as 
Exhibit B, su.ch forms describing a reduction to practice of 
the subject cursor control mechanism and its inventive 
location in irune 1999. 
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5 During ths time period between the reduction to 
praccic^of the subject eorsor control device and the 
filing* the instant P st»nt application >«£.renoad above, 
I did/not abandon, suppress, or coneeal the subject 
invention. 

in this regard, during the period between June 1999 
and February 17, 2000 (the filing date of the instant 
explication), at least one prototype of the subject v«.pon 
System, employing a cursor control device as designed and 
'located as described above, was demonstrated during 
approximately weekly demonstrations w various military 

personnel. \ 

ffurtheriore, at least as early as December 1999, 
management at Exponent instructed Exponent's patent counsel 
to begin preparation or a patent application encompassing 
the cursor control mechanism discussed herein, Thereafter, 
variouo engineers from BKponsnt worked m concert with 
Exponent's patent attorneys during the preparation of the 
application dp and until the filing date of February 17, 
2000. 

6. The undersigned, being hereby warned that willful 
false statements and the like so made are punishable by 
Cine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 o.S.C. 1001, and 
that such willful false statements may jeopardise the 
validity of any patent resulting from the abova identified 
application and that all statements made herein of our own 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on 
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information and belief are believed to be true. 


Andrew Dobsan 
Inventor 

Date: 2>[k~\l&>2> 


TOTfiL P. as 
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